BARCLAY BROOK/BROOKSIDE PTA NEWSLETTER

March-April 2011
Dear Parents,
In January, our Barclay Brook Book fair committee held its second book fair of the year. The snow and the delayed openings didn’t put a damper on the book fair. Thanks to all the parent volunteers who braved the weather, and helped make the book fair a success!  Many families joined us for a night of board games, at our Family Board Game Night! We finished off the month of January, with our Father Child Event.  Our Carnival theme was a blast for the children and their dads! 

In February, we had our first ever Family Movie Night featuring “Despicable Me”.  The children came dressed in pajamas with blankets too. A nice way to spend a cold Friday night! Our third annual Cultural Fair at Barclay Brook and our second annual at Brookside was a great success! The children embarked on a journey around the world, visiting 14 countries with their passports in hand. Our Cultural Fair evolves each year, with the support of the principals and teachers, the learning continued back into the classrooms. Thank you to all the committee volunteers that came out and shared their heritage and cultures with our children.  
Many more PTA events are coming up in March and April. We start off March with our Variety Show on March 5, as our children show off their many talents!  Our Read Across America Committee is hard at work preparing contests for our children and scheduling special guest readers. Our families look forward to Ice Cream Bingo nights to be held on March 11th and 18th. Good luck to everyone!  We are looking forward to a second book fair to be held at Brookside March 15-17th.  This year, our Brookside Book fair Committee will be hosting a Carnival themed Family Night on March 16.  Look out for more information coming soon!  In April, our 2nd Grade Circus is coming to town!  We will help fund the 2nd Grade Circus and set-up for the show complete with popcorn! 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that helps both parents and teachers mold our children into well rounded individuals!  We encourage you to continue to volunteer your time throughout the year, even an hour or 2, helps us reach our goals. If you are interested in volunteering on any of the committees, or looking for more information about a committee, please email Toni-Ann DiBenedetto at toniannpta@yahoo.com.  

As always thank you for your continued support!
Rupa Siegel

Barclay Brook/Brookside PTA President
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GENERAL MILLS BOXTOPS


New products are joining the Box Tops family, which means there are even more products that earn cash for our schools! Look for Box Tops on products such as Land o Lakes Spreadable Butters, Welch's juices, Brita water filters, and many more. Download a complete list at � HYPERLINK "http://btfe.com/products" \t "_blank" �btfe.com/products�. As well, save on your favorite Box Top brands with printable money saving coupons found on the Box Top website.  Go to BTFE.com and click on "coupons" in the upper left hand corner of the screen.  Please contact Shannon Minnihan at 732.521.0835.





SCHOOL STORE


Barclay Brook School Store will be held on March 2nd, 16th & 30th, and April 13th and 27th. To purchase school store certificates, please contact Donna Oechsner at 732-605-7919.   Brookside School Store will be held on March 4th, 18th, April 1st, 15th and 29th.   Please contact Tracy Kapoor at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tracykapoor@yahoo.com" �tracykapoor@yahoo.com� for further information.   














CASH FOR TRASH


Help support your school while helping the environment too.  Don't throw out your old printer cartridges, cell phones and hand held devices, we will recycle them for you.   Kindly drop your donations in the bins located at the entrance of BB and BS.. Contact Toni-Ann DiBenedetto at � HYPERLINK "mailto:toniannpta@yahoo.com" �toniannpta@yahoo.com� with any questions.





YEARBOOK


Yearbooks are on sale for $18 only until March18th.  Please order now as there are a limited number available at the end of the year and the price will increase.  Boosters are also being accepted only until March 11th.  For more information, please contact Laura Tessler at laura@tessler.net.





BROOKSIDE BOOK FAIR


Brookside's Scholastic Book Fair will be March 15, 16, & 17th.  In addition, we are hosting an exciting Carnival themed Family Night Event on March 16th from 6-8pm.  Mark your calendars and come out.  You can shop the Book fair and enjoy some refreshments and fun contests too!   For further information, please contact Shannon Minnihan at 732.521.0835.





STATEN ISLAND YANKEES – SPRING FUNDRAISER


Look out for information about our Staten Island Spring Fundraiser! Enjoy an evening at the ballpark on June 29 with family and friends!  The fundraiser will run from March 1- 18.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer on the committee, please email Janet Donnelly at � HYPERLINK "mailto:donnelly74@verizon.net" �donnelly74@verizon.net�. 





READ ACROSS AMERICA


Once again, we will sponsor a contest for all students in honor of Dr. Seuss and Read Across America!  Information already went home explaining the contest, rules and prizes.  There will be 3 winners chosen for each grade, so please encourage your child to participate in this fun and exciting contest!  We also plan on having special guests visit our schools to read to the children on March 2nd.  For further information, please contact Norine Kaplan at norinepta@verizon.net.








TRICKY TRAY


The BB/BS PTA Tricky Tray committee is in the process of soliciting items to be included in the Tricky Tray auction.  If you or someone you know is in a business that can donate a service or an item to the event, we would love to hear from you.  Dinner for two, movie tickets, sports or theatre tickets, gift certificates to local merchants, travel opportunities or jewelry are examples. 


In addition, smaller items will be combined into a theme basket and auctioned off during the evening as well, so if you have any brand new items at home that you will not be using, re-gift them to the Tricky Tray!  We all have some new, unopened toys our children have never used and outgrown or gifts we have received that we will not use or have no place for in our homes. So, please dig in your basements, garages, or children's room and donate what you can.


Please send your donation to school with your child in a bag marked Tricky Tray or if the item/items are too heavy for your child to carry contact Jennifer � HYPERLINK "mailto:promja@verizon.net" \t "_blank" �Provini, promja@verizon.net� and we will arrange to pick up your donation.  Your contribution is greatly appreciated and will help us to continue to provide the rich educational and cultural opportunities so important to our children.    SAVE THE DATE - June 2nd at the Monroe Township Recreation Center.








VARIETY SHOW


The Variety Show will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2011 at the MTHS Performing Arts Center (PAC).  The show will begin promptly at 6 PM and tickets will be available at the door: $6 for adults, $5 for Seniors, and $2 for children 3-12.  For further information, please contact Kim Siegel at ksiegel213@aol.com.





ICE CREAM BINGO


March 11th is sold out but there are still a few spots available for March 18th.  To request tickets for March 18th, please email Audrey Evanchik at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:beachkids5@comcast.net" �beachkids5@comcast.net� to check availability.  It is a fun filled night for the kids and their families with ice cream sundaes and tons of great prizes!!





DATES TO REMEMBER


School Store, BB – March 2, 16, 30, April 13, & 27


School Store, BS – March 4, 18, April 1, 15 & 29


Variety Show – March 5 at MTHS PAC


Ice Cream Bingo – March 11 & 18 


Brookside Book Fair – March 15, 16, & 17


PTA General and Exec Meeting – Mar 21 @ BS


PTA Executive Meeting – April 12 @ BB


Brookside Flower Shop – April 29


Barclay Brook Flower Shop – May 6


Blood Drive – May 13


Tricky Tray – June 2














                                                                                                                            





MEMBERSHIP


ATTENTION PARENTS AND TEACHERS!


Please continue to send in your membership! Remember, we do have class participation goals we are trying to reach.  Students in classes that reach 100% class PTA membership will receive a school store certificate and a "Mystery Adventure with the Principal".  It's not too late to send in your membership!  Congratulations to parent, Gina Scalero - $25 Chili’s gift card and teacher, Mr. Tortoriello - $25 Lakeshore gift card, winners of our January raffle.  If you have any questions regarding membership, please contact Donna Oechsner at � HYPERLINK "mailto:donna2ndvp@verizon.net" \t "_blank" �donna2ndvp@verizon.net�











