BARCLAY BROOK/BROOKSIDE PTA NEWSLETTER

January/February 2010
Dear Parents,

Happy New Year!  Hope all of you enjoyed a wonderful holiday season.

We were so excited to have such a successful beginning to our school year.  We began by welcoming our incoming kindergarteners with a wonderful Kindergarten Social.  We then organized two successful book fairs (one for each school) and, after that, we ushered in the fall season by having each student pick their very own pumpkin courtesy of Gasko’s Farm.  Pumpkin Carving night provided an opportunity for us to carve pumpkins, mingle with friends, and participate in family fun.  In November, we held our annual Father/Child event; however, we hit a little bump when we discovered last minute that our magician would be unable to perform due to a medical emergency.  Instead of packing it in and giving up, our volunteers, dads, moms, and children came together and sang and danced as a community and made the best of what could have been a bad situation.  We began December with one of our oldest running committees -- our annual Holiday Shop.  The children had such a wonderful time shopping and picking out presents for their loved ones.  In addition, during all of these wonderful events, we continued to hold our bi-weekly school stores and we sponsored four student assemblies. 

Funding for these programs and many others was sponsored by our fundraisers such as Kids Art, Fall Clothing Drive, Entertainment Book sale, and Fall Fundraiser.  I would like to extend a sincere thank you to all the parents that supported these fundraisers.  Without you, these programs and assemblies would not have been possible.

In 2010, we will be sponsoring many more exciting and rewarding programs.  In January and February, we will be hosting our 2nd annual Cultural Fair.  We are asking our Barclay Brook 1st and 2nd grade parents to come out on January 29th and our Brookside 3rd-6th grade parents on February 5th and share their culture and traditions with all the children.  In February, we will be presenting our annual Variety Show where our students will have the opportunity to share their unique talent.  Online and in-person sign-ups will be January 8th.  We will hold another Book Fair at Barclay Brook,  January 20th-22nd with a family night on the 21st.  Of course, look for more details on all our events in your child’s backpack.

In closing, I want to express a special thank you to all our volunteers for helping make these programs possible!  Thank you!

Sincerely,

Audra Dipierro

President BB/BS PTA
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SCHOOL STORE


Barclay Brook School Store will be held on January 6th and 27th, February 10th and 24th. For further information please contact Donna Oechsner at


 732-605-7919.   Brookside School Store will be held on January  8th & 22nd, February 5th & 19th.  Please contact Donna Poye at 732-656-0986 for further information. 














VENDOR CRAFT FAIR


This year’s Vendor Craft Fair will take place on Saturday, April 17 at Brookside Gym.  If anyone would like to register or would like more information, please contact  Theresa Simmons at � HYPERLINK "mailto:simmonstre@gmail.com" �simmonstre@gmail.com�  or call 732-547-9297.





 


Theresa Simmons


at � HYPERLINK "mailto:simmonstre@gmail.com" �simmonstre@gmail.com�  or phine 732 547 9297.











CASH FOR TRASH


Please keep sending in your used printer cartridges (we cannot accept used Epson printer cartridges –any other brand is fine) and old cell phones to the PTA collection bins located in BB/BS schools. We will recycle these items for you. Contact Cheryl Wankmueller at 732.581.2611 with any questions.





GENERAL MILLS BOXTOPS


Box Tops for Education are coupons that can be found on products such as General Mills, Betty Crocker, and Pillsbury.  It is also a shopping gateway where a percentage of purchases at affiliated merchants goes to BB/BS PTA. Collect official Box Tops for Education coupons and place them in the Box Top box in the lobby at each school.  You can also register on the Box Tops website for more ways to earn money for our schools.  Log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.boxtops4education.com" �www.boxtops4education.com�  and select BARCLAY BROOK / BROOKSIDE ELEM SCH PTA/PTO - MONROE TOWNSHIP NJ and create your profile. Please contact Shannon Minnihan at 732.521.0835.
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VARIETY SHOW


The 2010 Variety Show will take place on Saturday, February 20th at the MTHS Performing Arts Center.  Doors will open at 5:30 pm and the performance begins at 6 pm.  Sign-ups for the Show will be held on Friday, January 8 only.  Please visit us in the lobby of Brookside from 4–7 pm for in-person sign-ups or online for a 24hr. period on our website @ www.bbbspta.org.   If you have any questions please contact Kimberly Siegel at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Ksiegel213@aol.com" ��Ksiegel213@aol.com�.  We look forward to a spectacular show!!!

















TRICKY TRAY


The Barclay Brook/Brookside PTA Tricky Tray committee is in the process of soliciting items to be included in the Tricky Tray auction.  If you or someone you know is in a business that can donate a service or an item to the event, we would love to hear from you.  Dinner for two, movie tickets, sports or theatre tickets, gift certificates to local merchants, travel opportunities or jewelry are examples. 


In addition, smaller items will be combined into a theme basket and auctioned off during the evening as well, so if you have any brand new items at home that you will not be using, re-gift them to the Tricky Tray!  We all have some new, unopened toys our children have never used and outgrown or gifts we have received that we will not use or have no place for in our homes. So, please dig in your basements, garages, or children's room and donate what you can.


Please send your donation to school with your child in a bag marked Tricky Tray or if the item/items are too heavy for your child to carry contact Linda Gagliardi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lgagliardi@horizonhealth.org" ��lgagliardi@horizonhealth.org� and we will arrange to pick up your donation.


Your contribution is greatly appreciated and will help us to continue to provide the rich educational and cultural opportunities so important to our children.    SAVE THE DATE -  May 20th at the Monroe Township Recreation Center. 


�











CULTURAL FAIR


We need volunteers!  The Cultural Fair will take place at Barclay Brook on Friday, January 29 (1st and 2nd grade parents needed) and at Brookside on Friday, February 5 (3rd – 6th grade parents needed).   Tables will be set up in the gymnasiums and we are asking parents to come in and share their cultures!  Parents can print-out various items online, check out their attic, and borrow from grandparents. Items may include art, music , pictures, maps, games, coins, etc.  You can even dress up!  Please contact Faroozan Fayazi at 925-324-0251 or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:foroozan_fayazi@yahoo.com" �foroozan_fayazi@yahoo.com�.  

















DATES TO REMEMBER





School Store, BB – Jan 6, 27, Feb 10, 24


School Store Brookside -  Jan 8, 22, Feb 5, 19


PTA Executive Meeting – Jan 11 @ Brookside


Cultural Fair, BB – January 29


Cultural Fair, Brookside – February 5


2010 Variety Show – February 20


PTA Executive Meeting – Feb 23 @ Barclay Brook


Vendor Craft Fair – April 17


Tricky Tray – May 20














                                                                                                                            





STOP & SHOP BONUS PROGRAM/TARGET REDCARDS


Please register your Stop and Shop reward card or Target RedCard to earn cash for your schools!


For more information please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.stopandshop.com" �www.stopandshop.com� for Stop and Shop A plus Bonus Bucks Program and � HYPERLINK "http://www.Target.com" �www.Target.com� for Target RedCards program. 











BARCLAY BROOK BOOK FAIR


The Winter Scholastic Book Fair will take place from January 20-22, 2010.  Each child who purchases a book at the Book Fair will be entered into a drawing to win a prize.  There will be one winner per class.  There will also be an opportunity for parents (or grandparents etc.) to shop for books with their children at an evening Book Fair that will be held on Thursday, January 21st at 7:00 pm.  Additional raffles will take place at the evening event.  For additional information, please contact Tracy Martini at 732-605-9766 or email principessa2716@aol.com. 








Thanks,


Tracy Martini











