BARCLAY BROOK/BROOKSIDE PTA NEWSLETTER

March/April 2010
Dear Parents,

We had such a successful January and February!

 Our second annual Cultural Fair at Barclay Brook and our first annual at Brookside was featured in the Cranbury Press. The children used passports and had a chance to explore 18 different countries. Thank you to all the mom’s that came out and shared their cultures.  Our Barclay Brook Bookfair committee held its second successful bookfair of the year. They raffled off 2 books per class, provided a family night and donated $400 worth of books to the Barclay Brook library for a total of $800 donated this year. Our PTA sponsored two more assemblies for the children. Our 22nd annual Variety Show was a huge success with 53 acts showcased. Our Variety Show committee was hard at work orchestrating this event since September and their countless hours paid off! The acts were spectacular with a finale from our sixth graders. A special thank you goes out to Principal Dori Alvich for being our emcee for the night. 

March and April bring many more special events. We are looking forward to a second Bookfair to be held at Brookside March 17-19th. Our Read Across America Committee is hard at work preparing contests for our children and scheduling special guest readers.  Our families look forward to our Ice Cream Bingo nights to be held on March 5th and 12th. Good luck to everyone!  We will help fund the 2nd Grade Circus and set-up for the show complete with popcorn! We will be holding our annual Blood Drive on April 28th. Please come out and support this important cause. We will be holding a Craft/Vendor Fair on Sunday, April 18th at Brookside School.  Spring  Cleaning?  We will be holding a Clothing Drive on Saturday, April 17th from 9:00-11:30 am in the BB/BS parking lot. As always please watch in your child’s backpack for more information on all of these events.

I would like to give a special thank you to all our volunteers who put in countless hours to make these events possible. 

Our Board of Education budget election will be on April 20th. We are preparing to host a budget presentation by Dr. Kenneth Hamilton. It’s a great opportunity for our parents to educate themselves on the budget and be a voice for our children.  Date to be determined.  Please visit www.njelections.org for more information about becoming a registered voter, how to obtain a voter’s registration application or how to complete an absentee ballot. We also encourage our parents to attend a Board of Education meeting. For meeting dates go to www.monroe.k12.nj.us .

As always thank you for your continued support!

Audra Dipierro

President/BB/BSPTA
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SCHOOL STORE


Barclay Brook School Store will be held on March 10th  and 24th, and April 7th and 21st. For further information please contact Donna Oechsner at


 732-605-7919.   Brookside School Store will be held on March 5th & 19th, and April 9th & 23rd.  Please contact Donna Poye at 732-656-0986 for further information.   Please remember that School Store Gift Certificates are available for purchase and the kids love receiving them.   














ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE


7th Annual Blood Drive with The Blood Center of New Jersey, Wednesday, April 28th at Barclay Brook School in the gym. HOURS:  2:00 to 7:30 PM.  Childcare and homemade treats will be provided. Any questions about donating blood, please call the Blood Center of New Jersey at 1-800-256-6365.  For all other questions or to make an appointment, call Janice at 732-841-0101 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:janirae18@aol.com" �janirae18@aol.com�. Appointments are encouraged and walk-ins are always welcome. Flyers will be sent home in April with information.





.








CASH FOR TRASH


Please keep sending in your used printer cartridges (we cannot accept used Epson printer cartridges –any other brand is fine) and old cell phones to the PTA collection bins located in BB/BS schools. We will recycle these items for you. Contact Cheryl Wankmueller at 732.581.2611 with any questions.





GENERAL MILLS BOXTOPS


Box Tops for Education are coupons that can be found on products such as General Mills, Betty Crocker, and Pillsbury.  It is also a shopping gateway where a percentage of purchases at affiliated merchants goes to BB/BS PTA. Collect official Box Tops for Education coupons and place them in the Box Top box in the lobby at each school.  You can also register on the Box Tops website for more ways to earn money for our schools.  Log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.boxtops4education.com" �www.boxtops4education.com�  and select BARCLAY BROOK / BROOKSIDE ELEM SCH PTA/PTO - MONROE TOWNSHIP NJ and create your profile. Please contact Shannon Minnihan at 732.521.0835.





VENDOR CRAFT FAIR


The vendor Craft Fair has had a date change from Saturday, April 17th to Sunday, April 18th and will take place in the Brookside Gym.  We are still 


 seeking vendors, crafters and artists to participate.


Please contact Theresa Simmons@ � HYPERLINK "mailto:simmonstre@gmail.com" �simmonstre@gmail.com� or call 732-547-9297.





 


Theresa Simmons


at � HYPERLINK "mailto:simmonstre@gmail.com" �simmonstre@gmail.com�  or phine 732 547 9297.








BROOKSIDE BOOK FAIR


The Brookside Book Fair will take place March 17, 18 and 19.  TO help your child create a wish list, check out the website below:


� HYPERLINK "http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/brooksidebulldogs" �http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/brooksidebulldogs�.  Most books are priced between $5 and $10.  For mor information, please contact Rosalie Battaglia at 732-605-0569 or a � HYPERLINK "mailto:batt4@verizon.net" �batt4@verizon.net�.





TRICKY TRAY


The BB/BS PTA Tricky Tray committee is in the process of soliciting items to be included in the Tricky Tray auction.  If you or someone you know is in a business that can donate a service or an item to the event, we would love to hear from you.  Dinner for two, movie tickets, sports or theatre tickets, gift certificates to local merchants, travel opportunities or jewelry are examples. 


In addition, smaller items will be combined into a theme basket and auctioned off during the evening as well, so if you have any brand new items at home that you will not be using, re-gift them to the Tricky Tray!  We all have some new, unopened toys our children have never used and outgrown or gifts we have received that we will not use or have no place for in our homes. So, please dig in your basements, garages, or children's room and donate what you can.


Please send your donation to school with your child in a bag marked Tricky Tray or if the item/items are too heavy for your child to carry contact Linda Gagliardi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lgagliardi@horizonhealth.org" ��lgagliardi@horizonhealth.org� and we will arrange to pick up your donation.  Your contribution is greatly appreciated and will help us to continue to provide the rich educational and cultural opportunities so important to our children.    SAVE THE DATE - May 20th at the Monroe Township Recreation Center. 


�











READ ACROSS AMERICA


Once again, we will sponsor a contest for all students in honor of Dr. Seuss and Read Across America!  Information will go home soon regarding the contests.  There will be 3 winners chosen for each grade, so please encourage your child to participate in this fun and exciting contest!  We also plan on having special guests visit our schools to read to the children on March 2nd.  For further information contact Norine Kaplan @ rissanat2@yahoo.com.











CLOTHING DRIVE


We will be holding a clothing drive on Saturday, April 17th from 9-11:30 am in the Barclay Brook/Brookside parking lot. Please put old clothes, linens, toys, etc.. in a large tied garbage bag. Contact Nancy Schieda at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nancyschieda@verizon.net" �nancyschieda@verizon.net�











DATES TO REMEMBER


School Store, BB – March 10, 24, April 7, 21


School Store, BS – March 5, 19, April 9, 23


Ice Cream Bingo – March 8 and 12


Brookside Book Fair – March 17, 18, 19


PTA General and Exec Meeting – Mar 22 @ BS


Clothing Drive – April 17


PTA Executive Meeting – April 12 @ BB


BOE Candidates Election and Budget Question – April 20


Vendor Craft Fair – April 18


Annual Blood Drive – April 28


Tricky Tray – May 20














                                                                                                                            





CIRCUS AROUND THE WORLD


The 2nd Grade students will be performing the Circus Around the World on April 23, 2010. For further information, please contact Linda Russell at � HYPERLINK "mailto:frusselljr@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �frusselljr@yahoo.com� or Maria Zarco at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mlzarco@verizon.net" \t "_blank" �mlzarco@verizon.net�.








ICE CREAM BINGO


Ice Cream Bingo is sold out for both dates of Friday, March 5 and 12.  Approximately 400 people will be in attendance per night.   Bingo starts at 7pm in the High School Cafeteria.   There will be lots of great prizes and ice cream sundaes for everyone!   If anyone is interested in helping serve ice cream to the kids (adults only) please contact Lori Seppi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lasepx6@yahoo.com" �lasepx6@yahoo.com�.











